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In other words, Grey's new proposal was the kind of
mediation which Paul Cambon had been desiring from the
outset—mediation between Austria and Serbia. Though
it was made with sincerity, Nicolson was not at all hopeful,
as he wrote to Grey a little later on Sunday afternoon:
"It seems to me the only chance of avoiding a conflict-
it is I admit a very poor chance—but in any case we shall
have done our utmost. Berlin is playing with us. ... I
am not hopeful. Still no chance should be neglected."62
What was the attitude of each of the Powers towards
Sir Edward Grey's new proposal for a Conference of Ambas-
sadors at London?
Italy immediately "welcomed the proposal," just as she
had already welcomed the earlier proposal for mediation
between Austria and Russia.63
Lichnowsky in London was in favor of accepting Grey's
proposal, believing that the "localization" hoped for by
Germany was no longer practicable and should be dropped.
If, however, Germany should cooperate with Grey in pre-
serving the peace of Europe, "German-English relations
would be placed on a firm foundation for time everlasting."
If not, everything would be doubtful, and it was necessary
;'to spare the German nation a struggle in which it has
nothing to gain and everything to lose."64 But when the
proposal was made at Berlin, Bethmann telegraphed to
Lichnowsky:
We could not take part in such a conference, as we
should not be able to summon Austria before a European
court of justice in her case with Serbia. Sir Edward Grey
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